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Governor 0’Malley is Among First in the

Nation to Caption Online Videos

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE OF THE

LEGISLATION  NEWS  RESOURCES

Governor's
Captioned
Videos

On November 20, 2009, Governor Martin
O’Malley became one of the first Governor’s in
the nation to post his videos with captions. The
Governor’s Office of the Deaf and Hard of
Hearing (ODHH) website now posts the
Governor’s videos with captions so that
Marylanders with hearing loss have access to
information from the State. Only one other state
governor currently posts captioned videos.

On the ODHH homepage, you can now find a

button that says “Governor’s Captioned Videos”.

When you click on this button you will be able
to view 20 of the Governor’s videos with
captions. These are the first of many messages
from Governor O’Malley and Lt. Governor
Brown that will be captioned and posted to the
website.

Governor O’Malley has shown a strong
commitment to ensuring access to information
on the internet. Earlier this year Governor
O’Malley, in consultation with ODHH and
Maryland Relay, sent a letter to the entire

ODHH was established in 2001 to provide expertise related to deaf and hard of hearing issues to
- Marvland citizens and to facilitate their ability of access resources and senices. We hope that this

Maryland delegation to the United States
Congress asking them to support H.R. 3101 - the
Twenty-first Century Communications and Video
Accessibility Act of 2009 and asked the members
to work for its swift passage. This bill would
ensure that individuals with hearing loss have
access to emerging Internet Protocol-based
communication and video programming
technologies.

Currently, 20 videos on a variety of topics are
posted. ODHH also posts weekly updates from
the Governor regarding HINI and the economy.
These videos are also captioned. Check the
ODHH website for updates; more videos will be
posted soon. You can also follow ODHH on
Twitter to find out about the latest videos being
posted with captions. Find us at: http://
twitter.com/MD_DeafandHoH

Visit the ODHH website at
www.odhh.maryland.gov to view the
captioned videos.
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During October and November, we continued our
outreach to the communities we serve by hosting
town hall meetings in Baltimore City and Garrett
County. These meetings allowed us to talk with you
to learn about your vision for services for people
with hearing loss in Maryland.

Time and again, Governor O’Malley has shown that
there is no such thing as a “spare” Marylander. In
November, he unveiled 20 captioned videos (page 1)
so that all Marylanders have access to information

2lolalalle 232 about their government, including weekly updates

Lisa H.Kornberg regarding HINI and the economy. All of the

Governor’s captioned videos are available on the
ODHH website.

H.R. 3101 continues to receive support; 19
Representatives have cosponsored this important

“Hamilton Relay

recognized Week, Hamilton Relay recognizes a Deaf or

Director Kornberg
for her

outstanding

leadership and 2009.

- [ Director Kornberg was nominated for the
contributions... . .
award by former Advisory Council member

and community advocate Ethelette Ennis.

Hard of Hearing Leader for their contributions
to the community. On Thursday, November
12, 2009, Hamilton Relay recognized ODHH
Director Lisa Kornberg as at the Outstanding
Deaf/Hard of Hearing Leader of the Year for

N\

legislation, including Maryland Congressman Chris
Van Hollen. For more information about H.R. 3101,
watch TDI’s new video, “It's Our World” (page 3),
which is a great example of communication
accessibility.

ODHH has made a “new year’s resolution” to
produce more accessible videos for its website and
to post videos with ASL, captions, and voice so that
all Marylanders can understand the Governor’s
messages.

The staff at ODHH ends this year with many
accomplishments and hopes for the future. We look
forward to the upcoming legislative session, which
begins January |3th, and to seeing all of you

FLisa

throughout the State.

~
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Director Kornberg Recognized as Ouistanding Leader

Each year, in conjunction with Deaf Awareness

Hamilton Relay representative Karen Hawley
said that the competition was steep, but
Director Kornberg was chosen because of her
outstanding leadership and contributions to
the community of Deaf and Hard of Hearing
citizens of the State of Maryland.

Over 50 people attended the presentation at
the Hearing and Speech Agency in Baltimore,
where community members and stakeholders
shared their experiences and memories
working with Director Kornberg.

The Wireless Rehabilitation Engineering
Research Center (RERC) has
launched its 2009 Hearing Aid

compatibility of cell phones with

completing the survey.

You can fill it out online at:

take-the-2009-hac-survey.html/

Compatibility (HAC) Survey on the

hearing aids and cochlear implants.
They would appreciate your help by

http://lwww.wirelessrerc.org/news/

Help with Research on Hearing Aid Compatibility of Cell Phones

It only takes about | or 2 minutes to complete,
and everyone who takes the survey will be
entered into a drawing for a $250 cash prize.

This is the 4th year in a row that RERC has
conducted this survey. Your experience using
cell phones with your hearing aids and
cochlear implants is critically important to
tracking the progress that the wireless industry
may have made in making compatible cell
phones.
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December 1st 1s World AIDS Day

World AIDS Day is observed every year on
December Ist. The World Health
Organization established World AIDS Day in
1988 to provide governments, national AIDS
programs, faith organizations, community
organizations, and individuals with an opportu-
nity to raise awareness and focus attention on
the global AIDS epidemic.

The Deaf AIDS Project in Maryland (DAP) was
created nineteen years ago in response to a
dire need for HIV/AIDS education in the deaf
community. Since DAP’s inception in 1990, the
mission of the project has remained the same:
to educate the Deaf and hard of hearing
community about HIV, methods of
transference and resources available to HIV-
positive clients and their families. DAP is a
government grant project under the non-profit
organization Family Service Foundation, Inc.
Although there have been amazing
developments since 1990 concerning
accessibility, facilitation and care available to
both HIV positive and negative Deaf clients,
there is a vital need for continued HIV

“It's Our World” Video about H.R. 3101

TDI proudly announced the release of its new online

video It's Our World! This video blog (vlog) is

shaping an accessible world. Constituents will be
able to learn about relevant topics through TDl's

voice-over.

Century Communications and Video Accessibility
Act of 2009," which is a bill now in Congress.

first vlog includes links where viewers find more
information about the bill and who to contact for
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more about this important bill, go to

/

another service by TDI to inform the public about

vlogs, which are in sign language with captions and

The first vlog explains H.R. 3101 -"The Twenty-first

Along with a brief message from Hamilton Relay, the

supporting H.R. 3101. To watch the vlog and learn

PAGE 3

education to community members and human
service agencies who are ignorant to the
distinct cultural and linguistic needs of the Deaf
community.

DAP services include HIV testing and HIV test
counseling in ASL throughout Maryland. They
educate health care providers and interpreters
about AIDS in the Deaf community and
provide recommendations and support for

“The Deaf Aids
Project in

addressing challenges. In addition, DAP Maryland was

educates members of the Deaf community created 19 years
about HIV and is working toward developing a
culturally competent HIV prevention

curriculum specifically for the Deaf community.

ago in response to

a dire need for
If you are interested in setting up a
. . . HIVIAIDS
presentation, volunteering, testing, referrals,
condom distribution, or more information
please don’t hesitate to contact Sylvie Soulier
at ssoulier@fsfinc.org or check out the DAP

website at www.deafnonprofit.net/dap/.

education in the

deaf community.”

There are also videos about HIV/AIDS at
DeafMD.org. You can view the videos at
http://lwww.deafmd.org/pub/topic/HIV-
AIDS/What-is-HIV-AIDS.

www.youtube.com/watch?
v=rwrFHpyCO0dM. If your
wireless device supports
video, go to http://
m.youtube.com/watch?
v=rwrFHpyC0dM (NOTE:
your carrier may impose a fee
for downloading the

video). For current
information about the bill, go
to www.coataccess.org.

Hello, welcome to TDI’s first viog “its Our World™

TDI Video “It’s
Our World” on

To find your local Congressional Representative and YouTube.

write a letter of support for H.R. 3101: http://
www.house.gov/writerep. To find out more
about TDI: http://www.tdi-online.org
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Lieutenant Governor

Lisa H. Kornberg
Director

Julie Anne Schafer

December 2009

Grand Opening of Video Phone Service
Saturday, December 5, | |AM-12:30PM
Rockville Memorial Library

Rockville, MD

Video Phone Demonstration Open House
Sunday, December 6, 1-3PM
Germantown Library

Germantown, MD

** Please note that ODHH will be
closed on 12/24 —12/25 in observance
of Christmas and 12/31 for New Year’s
Eve™®*

American Society for Deai Children 2011

Biennial

) >
5 F American
% Society tor
Deal Children

The Maryland School for the Deaf is the
proud host of the 201 | American Society
for Deaf Children (ASDC) Biennial
Conference. This event will be held

June 22 - 26, 201 1.

ASDC is a national, independent, non-profit
organization that has been helping families
raising children who are deaf or hard of
hearing since 1967. Families attending this
national conference experience five
information and fun filled days of family and
children’s activities, presentations, and
interaction with parents and peers sharing

(onierence Comes to Maryland
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similar experiences.
The friendships made
and the information

| gathered makes this

| conference

' invaluable to families
across the nation.
More information about ASDC and
previous conferences can be found at the
ASDC website at www.deafchlidren.org.

In order to make this conference the
biggest and best yet, the Maryland School
for the Deaf needs your help. Various
committees are being formed for the 201 |
conference, if you are interested in helping
with the upcoming conference or would
like to join a committee please contact the
Conference Chair, Erin Buck at 301-360-

2054 or email at erin.buck@msd.edu.
*From the November newsletter of the Family Support and
Resource Center*

ODHH on the Move

January 2010
First Day of Legislative Session
Wednesday, January 13, 12 PM
Miller Senate Building/House of
Delegates Building
Annapolis, MD

Somerset County Veteran Muster
Saturday, January 30, 9AM-1PM
TBA

Somerset County, MD

Save The Date
February 15 will be Deaf and
Hard of Hearing Legislative

Day in Annapolis
** Please note that ODHH will be
closed on January | for New Year’s Day

and January 18th in observance of Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Day**
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The purpose of Clerc-Gallaudet week,
held the first full week of December, is to
recognize the birthdays of people who
were significant in deaf education history:

Laurent Clerc (deaf) and Thomas
Hopkins Gallaudet.

Clerc invited Gallaudet to observe classes
at Paris institution for the deaf. Gallaudet
then invited Clerc to come to U.S. and
help start a school for the deaf. On June
18, 1816 the two men started a 52-day
voyage to the United States. During the
long voyage, Clerc taught Gallaudet sign
language.

Upon arrival in the United States, the two
educators worked tirelessly to raise funds
and increase awareness of the need for a
school for the deaf in the United States.
Their efforts were rewarded when the
American School for the Deaf (then
known under a different name) opened in
Connecticut in 1817.
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