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A message from Director Lisa Kornberg  
 
Hello, again!  I want to begin by telling you how sorry I am ODHH has lost
touch with you from November, 2012 until now.  Our office has been
through many changes and some challenges.  You might already know
that I was in a car accident a few months ago.  I am doing fine now!  Also,
you may have heard that our Deputy Director, Julie Anne Schafer, has
moved on to an exciting new opportunity.  She is now working as the
Director of Public Policy and Advocacy at the RID (Registry of Interpreters
for the Deaf).  We wish her the best of luck!
 
With all of this, I am happy to report that ODHH is still going strong!  Our
new Assistant Director will begin on May 6th.  Zainab Alkebsi, "Z", is a
graduate of the University of Baltimore Law School and she is a member of
the Maryland State Bar Association.  Zainab also worked in our office as an
intern for two years and is very familiar
 with all of the ins-and-outs of ODHH.  Look forward to our next monthly
bulletin and Vlog in May when Z will have the opportunity to introduce
herself!
 
Each year ODHH host a Legislative Awareness Day (LAD).  This year we
held our 4th annual LAD in Annapolis and it was a huge success.  Be sure
you see the Vlog further below for a summary of this event and the 2013
Legislative Session.
 
I also want to inform you that the ODHH 2012 Annual Report is available
on our website.  We have reinvigorated our Brown Bag Lunch program for
professionals working in deaf, hard of hearing, and deafblind services.
 ODHH is also continuing its tradition of providing trainings, exhibits and
outreach across the state.  Trainings continue to be provided to Law
Enforcement, Corrections, Health Care Providers, Educators!
 
In addition, we continue to welcome and mentor interns from colleges
and universities from around the greater Maryland area.  We look forward
to presenting at many State and National Conferences in the months to
come.
 
Thanks for being patient with us - You won't be disappointed!
 
-Lisa
 

 

 

Brown Bag Lunch

Is Back!

  
After a short hiatus, we are
pleased to announce that
The Office of the Deaf and
Hard of Hearing (ODHH) is
bringing back Brown Bag
Lunches (BBLs)! We want to
thank Sylvie Soulier and
DeafREACH for agreeing to
host our inaugural event.
The first BBL will be:
 
 

Friday, April  26, 2013
12:00 PM

Hearing and Speech
Agency - Board Room

5900 Metro Drive
Baltimore, MD  21215

  
BBLs began many years ago
as a networking opportunity
for professionals working
with deaf, hard of hearing,
and deafblind individuals.
Originally an occasional

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D2Ahjke02pw&list=UUjc4_ncACVusJ6tZmtVJQjw&index=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q5fQgJ6axh4&list=UUjc4_ncACVusJ6tZmtVJQjw
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Legislative Awareness Day 2013: A Great
Success

Thank you to all who attended our Fourth Annual Legislative Awarenss Day
on February 18th!  Over 60 people traveled to Annpaolis for the day's
events, which started with an Advocacy Training Presentation to help
familiarize participants with the legislative process.  The training was
followed by guided tours of the Maryland State House.  The highlight of the
event was the Welcome Ceremony and Awards Presentation with keynote
remarks from Lt. Governor Anthony Brown.  During the Awards
Presentation, ODHH recognized and thanked Delegate Eric Luedtke and
Senator Karen Montgomery, both who have contributed to and supported
the deaf, hard of hearing, and deafblind communities in the State of
Maryland.  Ms. Ann Black received the Third Annual Kelby Brick Community
Leadership Award for her work on behlaf of deafblind Maryalnders.
 
After the Presentation, the constituents in attendance were provided
the opportunity to meet individually with their legislators.  The
day concluded with the House General Session.  During this Session, the
deaf, hard of hearing, and deafblind communities were formally recognized.
 We wish to thank all the legislators, volunteers, and participants who made
the success of this event possible.  We look forward to seeing you next year
our Fifth Annual Legislative Awareness Day!
 

Legislative Session 2013: Wrap Up

Our 2013 Legislative Session has already come to a close.  ODHH maintains
its goal of monitoring new legilation which may impact the deaf, hard of
hearing, and deafblind communities in Maryland.  This year we specifically
watched two bills.  
 
The first was the Primary and Secondary Education - Online Courses and
Services - Accessibility Bill (HB1176 / SB461).  
This bill requires the development , review, and approval of online courses
and services to include an assessment regarding the accessibility of the
online course or service to individuals with disabilities.  The bill had  a
hearing in the House Ways and Means committtee on March 6.  The Senate
Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs committee had a hearing
on February 28.
 
The second Bill was the Public Safety - Fire Protection and Prevention -
Residential Smoke Alarms Bill (HB1413 / SB969).
This bill clarifies that the installation of specialized smoke alarms is required
in specified areas of specific buildings, including visual smoke alarms.  The
bill had a hearing in the House Environmental Matters committee on March
14.
 

Questions? Comments? Contact:
 

lunch break gathering, it
grew to a statewide,
volunteer-coordinated event
to keep professionals
informed and connected so
that they could better
address possible issues that
would affect their clients
and work.
 
Please bring a bagged
lunch!
The BBL is open to all who
work with individuals who
are deaf, hard of hearing, or
deafblind. If you are
interested in hosting a BBL,
please let us know. We look
forward to seeing you all
there!
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The ODHH Team
Governor's Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
217 E. Redwood Street, Suite 1300
Baltimore, MD  21202
410-767-6290 (voice)
443-453-5954 (VP)
gov.odhh@maryland.gov
http://www.odhh.maryland.gov/

Forward email

This email was sent to gov.odhh@maryland.gov by gov.odhh@maryland.gov |  
Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

Maryland Governor's Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing | 217 E. Redwood Street | Suite 1300 | Baltimore | MD | 21202

mailto:julie.schafer@maryland.gov
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001c1teHhGhbu0h1yrKLAsF289ubLRIDU7EyAr-BLbG90IWF9EAN2yZGIYP-MfCKS5PLzQLjTXsC4pu9gpg-Ncbd5M-kfJd-imVuVDfpjOp0Ds=
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?llr=eikkzvdab&m=1103464048900&ea=gov.odhh@maryland.gov&a=1111714774974&id=preview
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&mse=001DHL4fuLXGfkFFkD7_NpXT-z_fSMrujM-woUMpcWrJxPVPSULnv4f3w%3D%3D&t=001ocs7LyrjaCe8z08b5N6xow%3D%3D&l=001FCSs65SMrsI%3D&id=001b-xBWU3VMkeqvk7vABaJrCI4-NosrKBA&llr=eikkzvdab
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=newsVE02&id=preview
mailto:gov.odhh@maryland.gov
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=oo&mse=001DHL4fuLXGfkFFkD7_NpXT-z_fSMrujM-woUMpcWrJxPVPSULnv4f3w%3D%3D&t=001ocs7LyrjaCe8z08b5N6xow%3D%3D&l=001FCSs65SMrsI%3D&id=001b-xBWU3VMkeqvk7vABaJrCI4-NosrKBA&llr=eikkzvdab
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&mse=001DHL4fuLXGfkFFkD7_NpXT-z_fSMrujM-woUMpcWrJxPVPSULnv4f3w%3D%3D&t=001ocs7LyrjaCe8z08b5N6xow%3D%3D&l=001FCSs65SMrsI%3D&id=001b-xBWU3VMkeqvk7vABaJrCI4-NosrKBA&llr=eikkzvdab
https://ui.constantcontact.com/roving/CCPrivacyPolicy.jsp?id=preview

