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ODHH Monthly Bulletin

A message from Director Lisa Kornberg

2010 has been an exciting year for ODHH and for Marylanders with hearing loss and
I am proud to share with you the ODHH Fiscal Year 2010 Annual Report, which
highlights our activities and progress for the period of July 1, 2009 through June 30,
2010.

Also, Legislative Session in Maryland is just around the corner. Don't forget to
register to participate in our Second Annual Deaf and Hard of Hearing Legislative
Awareness Day. And if you haven't done so already, sign- up to receive our
weekly legislative updates by emailing Julie Anne Schafer.

Have a safe and happy new year. I look forward to working with you in 2011!
-Lisa
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ODHH Year in Review

This year has been one of progress and

, accomplishment for ODHH. Despite trying economic

times, we are excited to report that throughout 2010

we were able to provide 42 trainings and

M Presentations, attend 44 council and task force

| meetings, disseminate 516 announcements to the

community, and represent the Governor through

exhibits at 21 outreach events. Additionally, we

;:h responded to 670 individual requests for information
and referral, continued to produce the ODHH Monthly

Bulletin, provide regular updates to our Twitter and Facebook pages, and promoted

communication access for Maryland's deaf, hard of hearing, and deafblind residents.

Other highlights from 2010 include the passage of Senate Bill 68, which requires a
place of public accommodation, on request, to keep closed captioning activated on
any closed-captioning television receiver that is in use during regular hours in any
public area, hosting our first-ever legislative awareness day, and partnering with
State agencies to ensure that the needs of Marylanders with hearing loss are
considered at every stage of program and policy development.

To this end, ODHH, with the Maryland State Department of Education, co-chaired a
committee to develop a State Plan for the Education of Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Children based on the National Association of State Directors of Special Education
recommendations. We also worked with the Department of Budget and Management
to facilitated the development of a draft Request for Proposal (RFP) for the provision
of Visual Communication Services. And we partnered with the Maryland Police and
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Governor Martin O'Malley is
hosting a forum series in
preparation for a second term
as Maryland's Governor,
including stakeholders and
experts in five broad areas
that have served as priority
areas for the O'Malley-Brown
Administration. The
"Maryland Forward" forum
series will serve to develop
strategies for the O'Malley-
Brown Administration's
second term, and generate
concrete actions and
recommendations that

support the Administration's
strategic goals.

Most notably, the forum
series will gather the input of
various stakeholders,
including recommendations
for legislative in areas
including jobs and the
economy; skills and
education; sustainability;
children and health; and
public safety and security.

For more information of the

forum series,
click here.

Quick Links

ODHH Website

Contact Us
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Correctional Training Commission and assisted in the development of a grant Maryland.gov
proposal to The Governor's Office of Crime Control and Prevention to produce and

distribute visual language communicators to law enforcement personnel and first = = :
responders. [JCII’I Our Mailing List!)

Finally, ODHH continues to update and post new content to our website, produce v-
logs about important topics, and host town hall meetings across the State to solicit
feedback from the communities we serve.

ODHH on the Move

First Day of
Thank you to all of the State agencies and members of the community whose Legislative Session
support and belief in One Maryland has made our work possible. We look forward to Wedinesday January 12
continuing to pursue our vision that "all Maryland citizens who are deaf, hard of !
hearing, or deafblind will have equal and full access to resources, services and Noon
opportunities to participate in all aspects of community life." State House
Annapolis, MD

Legislative Session is Here Third Annual Veterans

On January 12, 2011, The Maryland General AppreC|at|on Day

Assembly with convene for their 428th Saturday, January 22
Legislative Session. Each year, legislators meet 9 AM -2 PM

for 90 daYS to act on over 2,300 biIIs_, inclyding Easton Fire Hall
the State's annual budget. The session will end Easton, MD

on Monday, April 11, 2011.

Deaf, hard of hearing, and deafblind
constituents can fully participate in events of
the Maryland General Assembly and meetings
with their elected Delegates and Senators.
Accommodations for deaf, hard of hearing, and
deafblind constituents are made through the
Department of Legislative Services (DLS) for legislative hearings and public events of
the legislature when requested.

DLS has established procedures for arranging interpreting or CART services.
Legislative Services will provide accommodations (interpreter, CART, etc.) for
meetings and appointments you make with your representative (delegate or
senator). When you contact your representative and make an appointment please
ask the member or member's assistant to contact the DLS to arrange
accommodations for their meeting with you. If necessary you may provide the
member or member's assistant with DLS's contact information. Ask the member or
member's assistant to confirm with you once they learn the accommodation has been
made.

If you would like to present or participate in public hearings of the legislature on a
particular bill you are following, you must contact the Department of Legislative
Services with the bill number, date, time and room of the hearing. Your request
should state your desired accommodation.

The Department of Legislative Services coordinator for interpreting and
accommodations services is Sherry Little. She can be reached in any of the following
ways:

e TTY: 410-946-5401 -or- 301-970-5401

e Through Maryland Relay to any of these voice numbers: 410-946-5413, 946-
5400 or -800-492-7122, x5400/5410

e Email: sherry.little@mlis.state.md.us

The Department of Legislative Services is committed to making the legislative
process accessible to deaf and hard of hearing Marylanders. ODHH encourages you
to utilize the services they provide in order to become more involved in the
legislative process. If our office can be of any assistance to you during session,

please do not hesitate to contact Julie Anne Schafer.

Event: Deaf and Hard of Hearing Legislative
Awareness Day
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On Monday, February 21, 2011 (President's Day),

ODHH will be hosting a Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Legislative Awareness Day to help engage
Marylanders with hearing loss in the legislative
process.

Since our creation in 2001, ODHH and the
B communities we serve have identified a need for
greater involvement in the legislative process.
Part of the mission of the Office, echoing
Governor O'Malley's vision of "One Maryland," is
to ensure that all Maryland citizens who are deaf,
deafblind, or hard of hearing have equal and full
access to resources and services and that they
have opportunities for participation in all aspects of community life. The main
objective of the 2011 Awareness Day is to familiarize the citizens we serve with the
legislative process and provide a way for them to access the distinguished lawmakers
of the General Assembly.

So mark your calendars for February 21. More information, including a registration
form, is now posted on the ODHH website. If you have any questions, please contact
Julie Anne Schafer at jschafer@gov.state.md.us.

Questions? Comments? Contact:

Julie Anne Schafer, Esq.

Assistant Director

Governor's Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
217 E. Redwood Street, Suite 1300

Baltimore, MD 21202

410-767-7793 (voice)

443-453-5954 (VP)

jschafer@gov.state.md.us
http://www.odhh.maryland.gov/
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