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A message from Director Lisa Kornberg   
  
As many of you may know, June 30 marks the end of the "fiscal year" for State 
agencies. The changing of the fiscal year is an important time for the staff at 
ODHH because it gives us an opportunity to reflect on the past while preparing 
for the future. 
 
In next month's Bulletin, we will report on the progress we've made during the 
first year of our Strategic Plan. We will explain our goals for the next phase of 
the plan and describe how we intend to accomplish them. As always, the 
constituents and stakeholders we work with are an important part of the 
planning and assessment process. In June, we had a town hall meeting in 
Salisbury, where we got input on a number of issues affecting people with 
hearing loss in Maryland. If you have questions, comments, or concerns, 
please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
Have a safe and happy Fourth of July, 
-Lisa 
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Governor O'Malley Proclaims June 26 - July 2, 
2011 Helen Keller Deafblind Awareness Week

Governor Martin O'Malley has proclaimed June 26-July 2, 2011 as Helen Keller 
Deafblind Awareness Week.  The 
proclamation calls upon all Marylanders to 
observe the week and recognize the abilities 
and potential of our fellow citizens who are 
deafblind, or have severe vision and hearing 
loss, and to recognize Helen Keller as a 
guiding example of courage, hope, 
determination, and achievement for other 
individuals who are deafblind. 
  

"In Maryland, we are united in our belief in the dignity of every individual," said 
Governor O'Malley. "It is in the interest of the State to encourage the full 
participation of Marylanders with multi-sensory disabilities in our economy by 

  

 

Summer Heat  

Precautions   

As warmer weather arrives, it is 
important to know about heat 
safety and heat-related illnesses. 
People suffer heat-related illness 
 
when the body's temperature 
control system is overloaded and 
the body can no longer cool 
itself. As long as blood is flowing 
properly to the skin, extra heat 
from the body is pumped to the 
skin and removed by sweat 
evaporation. If fluids are not 
replaced soon enough, heat 
stroke can result, potentially 
leading to brain damage or 
death. 

More information is available on 
the Maryland Emergency 
Management Agency's website.  

  
For information in ASL on heat 
related safety, go to  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=0DZFOJowvb8.  

Quick Links 

ODHH Website 
  

   
  

Contact Us  
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fostering the employment of, and promoting housing and recreational options 
for, people who are deafblind - thus maximizing their opportunities for a 
productive life in the community of their choice." 
 
The purpose of Helen Keller Deaf-Blind Awareness Week 2011, a week 
proclaimed by Congressional resolutions and Presidential signature in 1985, is to 
change the assumption that Helen Keller is the only recognizable person who is 
deafblind.  The intent of the week is to show the diversity, accomplishments, 
and potential of today's deafblind community.  As a part of Maryland Helen 
Keller Deafblind Awareness Week, Marylanders are encouraged to increase 
awareness, understanding, and support for individuals who have combined 
hearing and vision loss.  

Maryland Disabilities Forum hosts Baltimore 
City Mayoral Candidates Forum on Disability 
Issues
   

The Maryland Disabilities Forum (MDF) is hosting 
the Baltimore City Mayoral Candidates Forum on 
Disability Issues. The Forum will take place on 
Thursday, August 4, 2011 at the National 
Federation of the Blind in Baltimore from 2 p.m. to 
4 p.m. 
  
Mayoral Candidates from every party will be invited 
to participate in the event. Candidates will be asked 

to address their respective platforms on disability issues, and will also take 
questions from the audience.  
  
MDF asks that individuals with disabilities, family members, and those who care 
for and about people with disabilities, advocates, community organizations, 
agencies, and businesses to circulate this notice to anyone who would be 
interested in attending the event; specifically to people who live in Baltimore 
City. The Candidates Forum on Disability Issues is a free event, and though it is 
not required, pre-registration is preferable.  
  
BaltimoreCity is home to the highest concentrated population of people with 
disabilities in the state of Maryland. Providing a platform for Marylanders with 
disabilities to hear from Mayoral Candidates about the policies that affect their 
lives serves to keep a growing voting population well informed and active in the 
political process.  
  
To Pre-Register for the Event Please Visit: 
http://www.mddforum.org/2011forums.html 
  
Link to event flyer that can be printed and posted, or sent via email with a live 
link to our website's pre-registration page: 
http://www.mddforum.org/images/Mayoral_Candidates_Flyer.pdf  

MCOD Sponsors "Listening Posts" on State 
Disability Plan

On June 27, 2011 the Maryland Commission on Disabilities will sponsor a 
"Listening Post" event in Severna Park to gather public input on disabilities 
issues in Maryland.   The listening post is an opportunity for people with 
disabilities, their families and service providers to share their concerns and 
experiences on issues such as health and behavioral health, transportation, 
housing, employment, community living, education and other disability related 
topics. 

  
Anne Arundel County 

June 27, 2011, 4 - 6 p.m. 
Earleigh Heights Volunteer Fire Department 

  
Maryland.gov 

 

ODHH on the Move

ODHH will not be 
exhbiting or presenting at 
any public events in July. 
Have a safe summer and 

we hope to see you in 
August!   

   
*Please note that the Office will be 
closed on July 4 in observance of 

Independence Day* 
   
  

Page 2 of 3Deafblind Awareness Week, Listening Posts, and more! Monthly Bulletin - July 2011 Edi...

7/1/2011http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=eikkzvdab&v=0013fJXCVJ8X4FmWz...



 

161 Ritchie Highway 
Severna Park, MD  21146 

Listening Posts will also be held in Easton and Prince George's County in 
July.  Dates/times/locations to be announced. 

For more information about the Listening Post or the State Disabilities Plan; or if 
accommodations are needed, please contact the Maryland Department of 
Disabilities at 410-767-3660, 1-800-637-4113 or mdod@mdod.state.md.us. 

Seeking Articles for New Column
  
In August 2011 issue of the Monthly Bulletin, ODHH will revive its "Spotlight On" 
column to highlight organizations in Maryland that provide services to our deaf, 
hard of hearing, and deafblind residents.  
   
Interested? Then send a short article (300-350 words) about what is new and 
good at your organization to Julie Anne Schafer. Remember, a picture is worth a 
thousand words, so if you have one, share it! 
   
We look forward to learning about the great work folks are doing in the 
community and to sharing it with our readers.  

Questions? Comments? Contact: 
  
Julie Anne Schafer, Esq. 
Assistant Director 
Governor's Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
217 E. Redwood Street, Suite 1300 
Baltimore, MD  21202 
410-767-7793 (voice) 
443-453-5954 (VP) 
jschafer@gov.state.md.us 
http://www.odhh.maryland.gov/ 
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