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Greetings from Executive Director Lisa Kornberg   
  
Hello!  It's so hard to believe 2013 is half over and summer is rapidly 
approaching.  The year is going by quickly and so much is happening. In 
addition to the information in this edition, be sure to keep your eyes open 
for our July Bulletin that will include important details for both the 23rd 
ADA Anniversary Celebration and the 2013 Deaf Seniors of America (DSA) 
Conference being held August 21 to 27 here in Baltimore, Maryland. 
  
Not wanting to get ahead of myself - let me share some exciting news 
happening now!  The Federal Communication Commission (FCC) 
unanimously approved new regulations that fundamentally restructure the 
Video Relay Service (VRS) Program.  In addition, to honor Helen Keller 
Deaf-Blind Awareness Week happening later this month, we have 
information on the National Deaf-Blind Equipment Distribution Program 
sponsored by Perkins, the Helen Keller National Center for the Deaf-Blind, 
and the FCC. 
  
With all these positive developments - we also have some bittersweet 
news. Our Staff Assistant, Sam Lenox, who has worked for almost two 
years supporting the staff and programs here at ODHH will be leaving our 
office next month.  Sam is moving on to new goals as he starts an exciting 
graduate program at Notre Dame of Maryland University.  We wish him the 
best of luck in his future endeavors. 
  
Happy reading and remember to keep an eye out for next month's edition! 
  
Thank you, 
-Lisa 
  
 
 

This Month: 
FCC Restructure for Video Relay Service Program  

National Deaf-Blind Distribution Program 

  

 
  
  

June 23rd - 29th 

Helen Keller 

Deaf-Blind 

Awareness Week 

 For more information 

click here! 

  

  

   

 

 



FCC Launches Fundamental Restructuring 
of Video Relay Service (VRS) Program 

  
On June 10, the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) 
unanimously adopted 
comprehensive reforms to further 
protect and strengthen the Video 
Relay Service (VRS) program. 
Building on a foundation of ongoing 
reforms and program improvements, 
the Order initiates fundamental 
restructuring of the program to 
support innovation and competition, 
drive down costs, eliminate 
incentives for waste, and further 
protect consumers. The measures 

are intended to improve the structure and efficiencies of the VRS program 
while promoting consumer protection. To learn more details of the reforms, 
please visit: 
http://transition.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/Daily_Business/2013/db0610/DOC-
321504A1.pdf 
   

National Deaf-Blind Equipment 
Distribution Program 
  
There is increased attention focused on the National Deaf-Blind Equipment 
Distribution Program in connection with Helen Keller Deaf-Blind Awareness 
week later this month.  Modern technology has vastly expanded the way 
most people communicate through voice, data and video services.  For 
people who have combined vision and hearing loss, special equipment may 
be necessary to make a phone call, send an email or access the internet.    
  
The National Deaf-Blind Equipment Distribution Program is a federal grant 
that helps low-income individuals who have combined hearing and vision 
loss access telephone, advanced communications, and information 
services. The FCC has set aside funding to support one program in each 
state.  This program was mandated by the 21st Century Communications 
and Video Accessibility Act of 2010 and established by the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC). 
  
There is a wide range of hardware, software, and applications to suit the 
varying communications technology needs of people who have hearing and 
vision loss.  Examples include: screen enlargement software, screen 
readers, braille displays, iPhone, and iPad. 
 
For more information, please visit the website for the National Deaf-Blind 
Equipment Distribution Program at: 
www.icanconnect.org 
  

 

  

Deaf Seniors of America 
(DSA) 

2013 Conference 

August 21-27 

Be sure to mark your calendars for 
this exciting event in Baltimore, 

Maryland!   
Go to the DSA Website for more 

information! 
  

  

 
Save the Date! 

23rd ADA Anniversary 
Celebration 

Friday, July 26 
  

  
  

Brown Bag Lunches 

BBL Summer Break  

(June, July, August) 

 NEXT BBL 
SPECIAL FORUM! 

September 11, 2013 
12:00 - 2:30 PM 

Hearing and Speech 
Agency of Baltimore 
5900 Metro Drive 

Baltimore, MD 21215 
  

September's BBL will begin with a 
Special Forum with the Maryland 
Advisory Council on the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing! Look forward to 
future bulletins for more detailed 
information or feel free to contact 

us at: 
gov.odhh@maryland.gov 

 
 

    

Quick Links 

ODHH Website 
  

  
  

Contact Us 
  

Maryland.gov 

  



Questions? Comments? Contact: 
  
The ODHH Team 
Governor's Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
217 E. Redwood Street, Suite 1300 
Baltimore, MD  21202 
410-767-6290 (voice) 
443-453-5954 (VP) 
gov.odhh@maryland.gov 
http://www.odhh.maryland.gov/ 

 

  

 


