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Dear Friends, 

On behalf of the Maryland Association of the Deaf Gala Committee, we 
would like to welcome you to the 65th Anniversary Gala! It has been a true 
honor to work with such a diverse group of people as we prepared for this 
special event. 

We want to thank everyone who contributed to making this Gala 
a success, from the Maryland Association of the Deaf Board, to our 
Committee Coordinators, and to countless members in our community 
who worked hard to make tonight we can be proud of. We extend our 
warmest congratulations to the Governor’s Office of Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing on celebrating their 20 years together this year!

The theme of our Gala, Rebuilding Deaf commUNITY, speaks not just 
to the contributions and vision of our community but particularly to this very 
moment during the heights of the international pandemic crisis. We have 
an exciting program this evening that will be reflected by presenters and 
performers who are coming together to help the Maryland deaf community 
rebuild once again after the health crisis that once paralyzed the world. 

We have much work ahead of us to realize and sustain our vision of 
what our community can be. As much as we have accomplished, we 
have so much more to do. Like a garden that needs constant tending, our 
dreams will only grow into reality with active support and hard work. Thank 
you to everyone who has and continues to be a part of it.

We hope you enjoy this evening. 

Amy Crumrine, Gala Chair
Gabrielle Davis, Gala Vice-Chair
Jacob Leffler, Gala Vice-Char





Welcome to the 2022 Gala

Celebrating 

MDAD 65th Anniversary and GODHH 20th Anniversary

MISTRESS AND MASTER OF CEREMONY
Sophia Hu 

Le Toudjida Allara

EVENING PROGRAM

5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.		 Hors D’oeuvres & Open Bar

5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 	 Sponsors Booth

5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 	 Silent Auction 

5:00 p.m. - 11:30 p.m.	 Photo Booth

5:00 p.m. - 12:00 a.m. 	 Deaf DJ Kazeem

6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.		 Slideshow

6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.		 Dinner

7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 	 Welcome, Program & 			 
				    Entertainment

9:30 p.m. - 11:30 p.m.	 Music, Dancing & Socializing

12:00 a.m.			   Closing



Maryland Association of 
the Deaf Gala Sponsors 

and Exhibits

Sponsor Levels

Platinum
ZVRS/Purple

Silver
DAS

Heart 
Individual

Marie Ann Campbell
Gail Edwards
Tina Joyner

Mary Lynn Lally
Jacob Leffler
Deanna Tiden
Stanley Smith
Marica Zisman

Organization
ASL Terps

Hamilton Relay
Hearing and Speech Agency/Centralized Interpreter Referral Service

Keystone Interpreting Services
Maryland Relay

Exhibits
Deaf in Government

Maryland Division of Rehabilitation Services 
Purple/ZVRS
World in Sign



Maryland Association 
of the Deaf Awards 

The Maryland Association of the Deaf (MDAD) Awards is the 
most prestigious recognition that can be granted to an individual, 
team, or business organization in the state of Maryland.   

MDAD’s purpose of the awards recognition is to acknowledge 
awardees for their accomplishments, exemplary services, and 
outstanding contributions to public service. 

This year at the Gala, MDAD takes great pride in announcing 
and honoring five types of award categories:

Distinguished Service Award
 

All-Around Senior Citizen Award
 

Certificate of Appreciation
 

Meritorious Service Award 
 

Appreciation Award

Congratulations to the 2022 Awards recipients!



April 2, 2022 

Greetings: 

On behalf of the Maryland Association for the Deaf (MDAD), we are 
proud to kick off the 65th anniversary celebration of MDAD's existence in 
Maryland. Our goals and aspirations for the last century have been 
centered around preserving, protecting and promoting the civil human 
and linguistic rights of all deaf residents of our great state. The theme for 
our 65th Anniversary Gala is “Rebuilding Deaf CommUNITY” which is a 
call to action and to revive our quest for inclusion and equity in the world.   

Over the last 65 years, MDAD has fought for our civil, human, and 
linguistic rights which we got the right to obtain a driver's license, 
preserved our beautiful language, American Sign Language, advocated 
and protected the rights of deaf children’s education, and most recently 
addressing the issue of unqualified sign language interpreters in the 
State.   

The 65th Anniversary Gala is a special time to celebrate and network 
among new and old members and remind ourselves that our work in 
advocacy is not done until we ALL achieve diversity, equity, inclusion 
and accessibility in our world.  We must continue to communicate and 
enhance our partnership efforts and engage our children, our youth and 
our seniors.  

Not just that, but we are also celebrating the 20th Anniversary of the 
Governor’s Office of Deaf and Hard of Hearing (GODHH) which MDAD 
was instrumental in establishing the office. We are very honored to have 
a strong partnership with GODHH and enhance the quality of the life of 
Deaf, DeafBlind, and Hard of Hearing citizens in the State of Maryland. 

As we are continuing to build relationships with our legislators, and our 
community, we must not rest until 1.2 million deaf, deafblind and hard of 
hearing citizens in this great state are content with knowing MDAD has 
their back, especially in addressing issues impacting children to seniors. 
Thanks to our many sponsors and sister organizations for your 
continued support in our advocacy efforts. Thank you, the Gala 
Committee for your hard work on this beautiful event! Happy 65th 
anniversary to MDAD and 20th Anniversary to GODHH! 

Sincerely, 

Kirsten Poston 

President 
Kirsten Poston 

Vice President 
Tina Joyner 

Secretary 
Jacob Leffler 

Treasurer 
Marie Campbell 

Board Members 
Vikki Porter 
Toyin Fasakin 
Tisha Bera 
Blaise Delahoussaye 
Angela Rogers 
Peter Un 







April 2, 2022

Dear attendees,

Warm congratulations to Maryland Association of the Deaf’s sixty-five years, for their activism to
preserve, protect, and promote the civil, human, and linguistic rights of Deaf and hard of hearing
individuals in the state of Maryland.

We here at the Governor’s Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing are now celebrating our 20th
year anniversary. We are honored to celebrate this with MDAD alongside their 65th anniversary.
GODHH would not have existed if it was not for the leadership and hard work of MDAD and its
members.

As Governor Hogan’s Director of GODHH since 2015, I am proud to have carried on the work
and its evolution of the office by former directors Yvonne Dunkle (Governor Ehrlich) and Lisa
Kornberg (Governor O’Malley).  Our office has accomplished many firsts in the nation ranging
from access to captioning programs in public to changing medicaid rules to increase access for
mental health services to an expansion of the linguistic protection of Deaf people and access to
critical state information related to the health and welfare of all Marylanders.

Much work remains, however, Given the knowledge and expertise available in Maryland, there
is no reason why we cannot achieve a better future for our citizens. Expecting anything less is
unacceptable. We must continue to work together to focus on the economic empowerment and
access of Deaf and hard of hearing individuals. This is the essence of the Deaf Ecosystem
which was first coined at a joint conference in 2013 hosted by the Maryland Association of the
Deaf and the Potomac Chapter of the Registry of the Interpreters for the Deaf.

Thank you MDAD, from the bottom of my heart, for your continued advocacy and hard work for
improving the lives of Deaf and hard of hearing people in Maryland.

Kelby Brick, Esq., CDI
Director



STATE OF MARYLAND 
OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 

BOYDK. RUTHERFORD 
LT. GOVERNOR 

Dear Attendees, 

I am honored to receive your invitation to the Maryland Association of the Deaf's 65th 
Anniversary Gala celebration. Governor Larry Hogan and I are pleased to offer our 
congratulations on this momentous occasion celebrating 65 years of excellent service in 
Maryland. 

Due to the association's hard work and collaboration with the state, The Governor's 
Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (GODHH) was established in 2001. Under the 
current leadership of Director Kelby Brick, GODHH works each day to improve quality of 
life for the state's more than 1.2 million Deaf and Hard of Hearing citizens. 

For nearly eight years, our administration has worked tirelessly to improve the lives of 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Marylanders. We signed four bills into legislation including the 
Hearing Aid Loan Bank program, recognition of American Sign Language as Eligible 
Language Seal of Biliteracy on high school diplomas, financial aid to supplement out-of-
state higher education that offers specified provisions for Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
students that is not provided in Maryland. Also, we successfully launched a roll out 
oftext-to-911 for the safety of Marylanders who are Deaf, H�rd of Hearing, and have 
speech disabilities. 

We are most proud of Maryland's investment in the Deaf Ecosystem, an approach to 
retain and harness the collective socio-economic power within the Deaf community 
through collaboration and support. In 2017, we hosted the nation's first Deaf Business 
Summit to promote entrepreneurship and empower small business ownership. One well-
known successful outcome of the summit is Streetcar 82 Brewery Co., a popular 
brewery that I personally visited in Hyattsville. We are pleased to be part of the Deaf 
Ecosystem promotion, thus making it easier for Deaf and Hard of Hearing business 
owners to succeed and thrive. Since our first business summit, we've seen an increase 
in employment of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing communities. 

We salute MDAD and GODHH's efforts to work together to empower Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing Marylanders. We hope to continue our partnership as the state remains 
steadfast in our commitment of providing equal and full access to resources, services, 
and opportunities to all Mary landers. 

Congratulations on 65 years of leadership, advocacy, and public service. 

Lt. Governor 

�� 

STATE HOUSE, ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 

(410) 974-3901 1-800-811-8336 

TTY USERS CALL VIA MD RELAY 
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www.risehandscommunication.org

— and —

on their 65th 
anniversary

on their 20th 
anniversary

MDAD

GODHH





           

)’s 

 
 
 

 

           

)’s 

 
 
 

 

           

)’s 

 
 
 

 



NANCY J. KING 
Legislative District 39 
Montgomery County 

MAJORITY LEADER 

Budget and Taxation Committee 

Chair 
Education, Business and 

Administration Subcommittee 

THE SENATE OF MARYLAND 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 

James Senate Office Building 
n Bladen Street, Room 120 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
301-858-3686 • 410-841-3686

800-492-7122 Ext. 3686
Fax 301-858-3670 • 410-841-3670 
Nancy.King@senate.state.md.us 

April 2, 2022 

Kirsten Poston, President 
Maryland Association of the Deaf 
P.O. Box 527 
Burtonsville, MD 20866 

Dear President Poston, 

Congratulations to you and your team tonight as you gather to celebrate 65 years of 
unwavering commitment to the Deaf, hard of hearing, and DeafBlind citizens of 
Maryland. 

I have so much admiration for your organization, your members and their families for 
their dedication to promoting the issues that impact the rights and daily lives of this 
vibrant community. 

It has been my privilege to work with your members and to support the mission and 
advocacy of the Maryland Association of the Deaf. I look forward to working with you 
in the future to help enhance the lives of the many Marylanders who look to MDAD for 
inspiration, resources and assistance. 

Keep up the good work! 

Sincerely, 

Senator Nancy J. King 





Many thanks for supporting the Deaf community of Maryland.
Gabrielle Davis, President
Toyin Fasakin, Vice President
Janet Weinstock, Secretary
Rosemund Skeete, Member at Large

PGCAD is honored to be a member of the MDAD Coalition.

The Best Is Yet to Come!

pgcad2020@gmail.com

Congratulations 
to MDAD on its 
65th anniversary!



April 2, 2022

To the Maryland Association of the Deaf members, family, friends, and supporters,

A core principle underpinning my approach to public service is a dedication to fighting for
justice, protecting the vulnerable, and giving voice to those who are too often silenced. I thank
my father and grandfather for instilling these values in me growing up in Nepal, and it is my
honor to fulfill these ideals as best I can today here in Maryland.

As an immigrant to America, I have seen what it’s like to live outside the mainstream. But there
is real beauty in the diversity of America, and there is something special about the ways we can
use our democratic system to improve the lives and livelihoods of families and communities
across the nation. I am proud to play a small role in that. It’s a privilege I do not take for granted.

I am so proud of the opportunities I have been given to support the deaf and hard of hearing
community here in Maryland. In my first legislative session back in 2019, I passed bi-partisan
legislation to help parents of deaf and hard of hearing children better access resources for
education and communication. This year, I fought hard to pass a law requiring open captioning at
select movie screenings across the state. We had to make some compromises, but with the
support of Economic Matters Chair C.T Wilson and my District 8 colleague Delegate Carl
Jackson, we passed this bill on the House Floor. My huge thanks to those who joined us to
testify, particularly those who braved accessibility and privacy concerns to speak out.

To the Maryland Association of the Deaf leadership, organizers and volunteers, thank you for
everything you do to support this community. Your efforts mean so much, and your impact
cannot be overstated. Please keep up your advocacy, and keep in touch with me. I am so honored
to be with you tonight and to have the privilege of fighting alongside you for equity,
accessibility, and justice across our state.

All my best,



 
 
 
 
 
 

BRANDON M. SCOTT 
MAYOR 

100 Holliday Street, Room 250 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

 
 

March 18, 2022 
 

Ms. Kirsten Poston 
Maryland Association of the Deaf 
P.O. Box 527 
Burtonsville, MD 20666 
 
 
To my friends at The Maryland Association of the Deaf,  
 
On behalf of the City of Baltimore, it is my pleasure to personally congratulate you on your 65th 
anniversary.  
 
Although, unfortunately, I am unable to physically attend the celebration, I am writing this letter 
to express my gratitude for all you do for the deaf community in the State of Maryland and what 
an honor it is for the City of Baltimore to host your anniversary gala.  
 
I admire this organization's work to make our communities safe, inclusive, and accessible for our 
Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and Deafblind residents. I am proud to work with and alongside your 
great organization. 
 
Thank you for your service, and I wish you all a safe, fun-filled night full of memories that will 
last a lifetime. May you continue to push our communities to be better each and every day. 
 
 
In Service,  

 
Brandon M. Scott 
Mayor 
City of Baltimore  
 







From the former 
GODHH Director



Lisa H. Kornberg, LCPC, LCADC 
 
 
 

 
 
April 2, 2022 
 
 
My fellow Marylanders,  
 
It is with great awe and appreciation that I recognize the 65th Anniversary of the 
Maryland Association of the Deaf (MDAD) and the incredible work and commitment that 
MDAD has made to improve the quality of Maryland’s Deaf, Hard of Hearing and 
DeafBlind communities.   It has been an honor to be a colleague and member with all of 
you over the years. 
 
It is also an impressive milestone to recognize the 20th Anniversary of the Governor’s 
Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, which I directed from 2008 to 2015.  ODHH has 
served as a focal point to consistently strive to make Maryland more accessible to our 
community.   
 
Whether it is working with individual State Agencies to improve access and services or 
working with the community to develop legislation that better addresses the quality of 
life for Maryland’s Deaf, Hard of Hearing and DeafBlind, MDAD and ODHH have 
continued to stand tall and actively work for the things that are important.  
 
I am proud to be a citizen of this great State and look forward to ongoing successes and 
possibilities for the Deaf, Hard of Hearing and DeafBlind community. 
 
Enjoy the Gala!  I wish I could be there with you  
 
Warmly,  
 

Lisa 
 
 
 

From the former 
GODHH Director



MARYLAND SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF

THE GOLDEN REUNION  |  SEPTEMBER 24, 2022
THE GOLDEN GALA  |  APRIL 1, 2023

During the 2022-2023 school year, MSD will proudly
celebrate Columbia campus's 50th anniversary!

TO MDAD ON ITS 65TH ANNIVERSARY!

WWW.MSD.EDU

CONGRATULATIONS



MDAD 65th Anniversary 
Gala Committee

Amy Crumrine
Chair

Gabrielle Davis and Jacob Leffler
Vice Chairs

Committee Members

Marie Campbell
Meredith DeSomma

Gail Edwards
Teresa Jackson

Beth Keller
Kimberly Lapine

Lori Leal
Amy Gregurich Lindley

Vikki Porter
Rosemond Skeete
Krystallo Tziallila

Karen Price-Williams
Allon Yomtov






Maryland Deaf Community Center wishes to extend it's heartfelt congratulations 
to Maryland Association of the Deaf on it's 65" Anniversary! 

Maryland Deaf Community Center appreciates all the wonderful 
accomplishments made over the years on behalf of the Maryland Deaf Citizens! 

Thank you!!



Officers
Kirsten Poston

President

Tina Joyner
Vice President

Jacob Leffler
Secretary

Marie Campbell
Treasurer

Board Members at Large 
Toyin Fasakin

4 years

Vikki Porter
2 years

Appointed Board Members 
Tiasha Bera

General

Blaise Delahoussaye
DeafBlind

Angela Rogers
Youth

Peter Un
Senior Citizens

Maryland Association of the 
Deaf Board (2021-2023)
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Thank you 
for coming 
to the Gala!

MDAD and GODHH



Anniversa ry

celebrates

Saturday – April 2, 2022 

Maryland Association 
of the Deaf 

��������������������������������


